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Abstract:

Few regions of the world are at higher risk for environmental disasters than the Pacific Island countries and
territories. During 2004 and 2005, the top public health leadership from 19 of 22 Pacific Island countries and
territories convened 2 health summits with the goal of developing the world's first comprehensive regional
strategy for sustainable disaster risk management as applied to public health emergencies. These summits
followed on the objectives of the 1994 Barbados Plan of Action for the Sustainable Development of Small
Island Developing States and those of the subsequent Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action for a Safer
World. The outputs of the 2004 and 2005 Pacific Health Summits for Sustainable Disaster Risk
Management provide a detailed description of challenges and accomplishments of the Pacific Island health
ministries, establish a Pacific plan of action based upon the principles of disaster risk management, and
provide a locally derived, evidence-based approach for many climate change adaptation measures related
to extreme weather events in the Pacific region. The declaration and outputs from these summits are offered
here as a guide for developmental and humanitarian assistance in the region (and for other small-island
developing states) and as a means for reducing the risk of adverse health effects resulting from climate
change.
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Resource Description

Communication: X

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

A focus of content

Communication Audience: X

audience to whom the resource is directed
Public

Early Warning System: ™

resource focus on systems used to warn populations of high temperatures, extreme weather, or other
elements of climate change to prevent harm to health
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A focus of content
Exposure : &
weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health
Extreme Weather Event, Sea Level Rise
Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding, Hurricanes/Cyclones, Landslides, Wildfires
Geographic Feature: @
resource focuses on specific type of geography
Ocean/Coastal
Geographic Location: ™
resource focuses on specific location
Non-United States
Non-United States: Australasia
Health Impact: &
specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure
Infectious Disease, Morbidity/Mortality
Infectious Disease: Airborne Disease, Vectorborne Disease
Airborne Disease: Tuberculosis
Vectorborne Disease: Mosquito-borne Disease
Mosquito-borne Disease: Malaria
Mitigation/Adaptation: &
mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource
Adaptation
Resource Type: ™
format or standard characteristic of resource
Review
Resilience: ™

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

A focus of content
Timescale: &
time period studied

Time Scale Unspecified
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Vulnerability/Impact Assessment: &
resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

A focus of content
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